
      

“To the friends of Dick Horstmann- 

Dick's struggle has finally ended.  He died 
peacefully Sunday 5 Jul 09. All of you have 
been Dick's good and steadfast friends for 
many, many years. That friendship has 
meant so much to him and he was blessed, 
supported and given moments of joy all 
because of your cards and letters, your visits 
& most of all your keeping Dick in your 
hearts and prayers.  It has been a wonderful 
display of friendship. He, and we can never 
thank you enough. 

Dick has been cremated, so there will be no 
funeral, no burial.  In the fullness of time we 
will scatter his ashes in one of his old 
familiar haunts back in Syracuse. We are 
planning a very simple memorial service for 
Dick, in Syracuse, either shortly before, or 
after Labor Day.  Once details are settled 
you all will of course be invited. 

Sad as it is that he's gone, and as much as 
we miss the old Dick, his passing was a true 
blessing. He literally had no quality of life for 
the last 15 years.  Feel free to have a 
Jameson's on the rocks in his honor. So, for 
the last time, Dick and we send our warmest 
regards to you all. 

Sincerely 

Pete & Barbara Horstmann” 

A MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR DICK WILL BE HELD AT 
11:00 A.M. ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH, AT 
THURSTON’S STATION No. 4, 229 WOLF ST., 
SYRACUSE.  

Dick Horstmann, 74, died on Sunday, July 5, 2009 in 
West Boylston, MA. He was virtually a lifelong 
resident of Syracuse, loved the city and was heavily 
involved in political and community affairs. Dick is 
survived by his brother, Pete, and sister-in-law, 
Barbara Horstmann, of Sterling, MA, and several 
nieces and cousins. He received a bachelor's degree 
in communications from Syracuse University and 
served on active duty with the U.S. Army before 
returning to Syracuse for his master's degree in radio 
and television. He began his professional career as a 
newsman and disc jockey for WHEN Radio and 
hosted an irreverent program called "The Horse's 
Stable." Dick became an executive assistant to 
Syracuse Mayor William Walsh. When Walsh was 
elected to Congress, Dick became executive director 
of Walsh's Syracuse office. A fire buff at an early age, 
he hung around fire houses and chased fire trucks all 
over the city. In 1958, he founded SPAAMFAA, a 
national organization that appreciates and preserves 
antique fire apparatus. He had a similar passion for 
railroads. He rode, photographed and simply enjoyed 
every train he could find. Ultimately Dick purchased a 
private railway car and organized a wide variety of 
excursion trips around the U.S. and Canada.   He was 
an officer in AAPRCO, the national organization of 
private car owners. For many years while at Syracuse 
University, he was a chapter advisor to Psi Upsilon 
Fraternity, serving on the national board of directors. 
As an undergrad, Dick was a coxswain and manager 
for the varsity crew team and had a long career as an 
intercollegiate rowing referee. Dick led a full life. He 
did what he wanted to, when he wanted to and with 
whom he wanted. In the process, he made hundreds 
of friends. Contributions in Dick's memory may be 
made to the CNY Chapter of SPAAMFAA, Inc., Big 
Bertha Restoration Fund, Box 2433, Syracuse, NY 
13220.  
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Joseph F. Henderson 

1934 – 2009 

CNY SPAAMFAA member Joseph F. 
Henderson passed away on August 
11, 2009. Joe resided in Cicero and 
was born in Abington, PA. Joe 

resided in Parish, NY for several years and 
attended Altmar-Parish Schools. He joined the US 
Navy during the Korean War and served aboard 
the Heavy Cruiser U.S.S. Columbus. Upon release 
from the Navy, Joe met and married Ilena Horton, 
who was also a member of CNY SPAAMFAA. They 
were married for 49 years until her death in March, 
2006.   

Joe was a volunteer fireman for over 45 years and 
a life member of the Cicero Volunteer Fire Dept. 
Joe was previously a volunteer fireman in Parish. 
He was a member of the Cicero United Methodist 
Church, Amboy Republican Lodge 0650 F&AM, 
member of CNY and National SPAAMFAA, Cicero 
Cemetery Assoc., Veteran’s Assoc. of the U.S.S. 
Columbus, New York Assoc. of Fire Chiefs, a Life 
Member of Onondaga Fireman’s Assn., and 
Onondaga Co. Fire Police. Joe spent several years 
with the Cicero amateur sports assoc. and served 
as President of Cicero Elementary PTO. Joe’s 
parents and 3 sisters predeceased him. Joe is 
survived by a daughter, Kimberly Cotter of Sioux 
City, IO; sons, Joseph E. of Syracuse and Steven 
J. (Julie) Henderson of Liverpool; seven 
grandchildren; and several nieces and nephews. 

Contributions in lieu of flowers may be made to 
Make-A-Wish Foundation. CNY members Pete & 
Mary DeSalvo, Dan Tokarz, Mike & Kathy Randall, 
Paul Dufault and Shirley Mott represented the 
Chapter.  

CNY Member, 
Gary Thurston's 
1928 Seagrave 
Pumper driven by 
Mike Randall with 
Kathy Randall 
along side, 
prepare to enter 
Pine Plains 
Cemetery in Clay 
NY attending the 
funeral for 
member Joseph 
Henderson .   

Photo by Dennis MacAllister   

Pete DeSalvo and 
Dennis MacAllister 
attend the funeral for 
CNY Member, Joseph 
Henderson driving the 
North Syracuse 1943 
Chevrolet/Buffalo.  

Photo by Kathy Randall  

Peter H. Horstmann 

 

Peter H. Horstmann, 76, died in Worcester, August 
19, 2009 after a brief illness. Peter was the brother 
of SPAAMFAA founder Dick Horstmann and had 
been our liaison with Dick since Dick was moved 
to a nursing facility closer to Peter’s home. Peter 
spoke on Dick’s behalf at the 2008 Muster 
Banquet. 

Peter was a longtime resident of the Worcester 
area, heavily involved in its business and civic life. 
Peter is survived by  his wife of nearly 55 years, 
Barbara Van Loon Horstmann of Warren, VT and 
Sterling, his three daughters, Peggo Horstmann 
Hodes of Concord, NH, Patricia Jean Horstmann 
McCarthy of Chesapeake, VA, Heidi Horstmann 
Koester of Ann Arbor, MI as well as six  
grandchildren. 

Pete was born in Brooklyn, NY, and grew up in 
Syracuse, NY, where he graduated from 
Nottingham High School in 1951. He received a 
Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering 
with distinction from Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute and a Masters of Business Administration 
from Western New England College in 1964.   

A memorial service will be held at noon on 
October 10, at the WPI Campus Center, with a 
reception to follow. Contributions in lieu of flowers 
and in Pete's memory may be made to the 
endowment he created, the Peter H. Horstmann 
and Barbara V.L. Horstmann Scholarship Fund at 
WPI, to help benefit students in financial need. 
Contributions and inquiries may be addressed to: 
Office of Development and Alumni Relations, 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute, 100 Institute Rd., 
Worcester MA, 01609.    

TOM CROWLEY 

 

The "Fire Buff's of Illinois” has notified us that 
Tom Crowley passed away on June 12th. Tom had 
been attending SPAAMFAA events in Syracuse as 
far back as 1972. He was best known for his 
photographic work, always traveling by train, and 
detaining the bus tours at muster time. He was a 
great  SPAAMFAA  member and always respected 
our Syracuse group. 




